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WITH THE GRAIN: Wood Sculpture by David Nash

An exhibition in Lewes Town Hall: 5 May - 10 June 2007

David Nash, OBE, RA, is a sculptor of international acclaim who has explored the possibilities of form in wood, trees and the natural environment over the last 35 years. He has produced a significant body of work, examples of which are in public collections in Britain and throughout the world. 

This exhibition includes about 30 major works. They are all important pieces which Nash has chosen to keep for himself and they chart his entire career. 

The Tree is central to David Nash’s art. He is inspired by the nature and spirit of trees. He selects and examines trees that have fallen, or have been felled for good reason, just as the stone carver chooses blocks from different parts of a quarry. Nash also plants and nurtures trees, pruning and bending them to grow to preordained forms. 

The exhibition features sculptures made over the period 1976-2007: tables, columns, boxes, vessels, a ladder, steps, egg, bowl, throne and cube. These are carved, constructed, and some are charred. 

The wood has been drawn from a range of species: elm, oak, American redwood, chestnut, palm, lime, amongst others. It has been cut from different parts of the tree and carved in many different ways. The forms may be outreaching, condensed, simple, complex, geometric, organic, vegetable, mineral, rising, falling, smooth, pale, dark, open, closed, horizontal or vertical. 

The sculptures will be displayed in the Regency Assembly Room of Lewes Town Hall. This setting will heighten their presence, as expressive, energetic statements. They will stand in dramatic contrast to the historic formality and decorative detailing in the architecture.

The exhibition will include a number of large-scale works, and pieces will be enjoyed as single items, as well as in groups. Each work will be positioned so that the ensemble will evoke something of the atmosphere of Nash’s studio, Capel Rhiw, in Blaenau Ffestiniog, North Wales, in which the pieces are normally kept.

The earliest sculpture is Tripod 1976, which shows how split branches can be made to stand firmly when attached by a traditional ‘pegging’ method. The wood is chestnut, and is split along the length of the branch, in the manner of rails in post and rail fencing. It is planned that David Nash will make a new monumental sculpture from Sussex Oak, especially for this show, to be situated in Lewes Grange Gardens.

The exhibition, and integral education projects, is the fourth in the series of occasional, major exhibitions held in Lewes, organised by Ann Elliott and Paul Myles (directors of Sculpture Exhibitions Limited).

Sculpture Exhibitions Limited aims to enhance the cultural and educational environment through the creation of arts projects in dedicated and non-art venues, including exhibitions promoting modern and contemporary sculpture.

Exhibition sponsored by: Arts Council England South East, East Sussex County Council, Lewes Town Council, Lewes District Council, Private Sponsors, Angel Properties, The Henry Moore Foundation in partnership with Esmée, Fairbairn Foundation, DOT new media.
Opening times: Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm (except Tuesday); Tuesday 4pm – 7pm; 
Sunday 11am – 5pm; Schools Monday to Friday 9am – 4pm (including Tuesday).

Entrance: £3.50; Concessions £2.50; Family with two children over five £8.00; Children under 5 free; School Groups £1.50 per student, teacher and accompanying adult. 

WITH THE GRAIN: Sculpture by David Nash

An exhibition in Lewes Town Hall: 5 May - 10 June 2007

LIST OF SCULPTURES

Pegged Tripod 1976

Chestnut

470 x 180 x 90 cm 

Running Table 1982

Oak

190 x 310 x 180 cm

Ancient Table 1983*

Oak

165 x 120 x 100 cm

Serpentine Vessels 1989*

Beech

99 x 318 x 35 cm

99 x 370 x 46 cm

Two Ubus (France) 1988

Oak and Ash

Oak 343 x 180 x 74 cm 

Ash 340 x 240 x 72 cm

Big Tongue 1988*

Ash

230 x 260 x 166 cm

Yew Ladder 1990

Yew

264 x 160 x 90 cm

Comet Ball 1990*

Elm

334 x 75 x 100 cm

Cracking Box 1990*

Oak

93 x 100 x 97 cm


King and Queen 1998

Charred Oak in two parts

360 x 70 x 28 cm

360 x 70 x 30 cm

Three Forms, Three Cuts, 1991

Charred Oak

150 x 95 x 94 cm

Big Throne 1991

Beech

600 x 80 x 90 cm

Mizunara Bowl (Japan) 1994*

Oak

210 x 137 x 155 cm

Palm Egg (Spain) 1995

Palm wood

110 x 70 x 80 cm

Pentagram Column 1995

Ironwood

258 x 68 x 68 cm

Palm Column 1995

Palm wood

280 x 70 x 70 cm

Cut Corner Column 1995

Beech

255 x 60 x 60 cm

Mosaic Column 1995

Ironwood

181 x 60 x 60 cm

Platinus Charred Cross Column 1995

Platinus (sycamore)

265 x 43 x 43 cm


Extended Cube 1996

Cedar

126 x 126 x 104 cm

Inside Space 1997*

Elm

233 101 x 111 cm

Redwood Capped Block 1998

Redwood

115 x 127 x 134.5 cm

Multi-Cut Column 1999*

Elm

265 x 60 x 60 cm

Red Dome 2006*

Yew
130 x 300 x 300 cm 
Branch Cube 2003*

Ash

170 x 240 x 90 cm

Red Flash 2003

Yew (1500 years old)

167 x 233 x 150 cm

Two Cracked Columns 2002 and 2006

Lime, Red Gum

Lime 2002, 281 x 60 x 62 cm

Red Gum 2006, 281 x 60 x 62 cm

Large Egg 2007

Charred Oak

500 x 150 x 150 cm

Approx 6 tons

(to be made)

(*DENOTES IMAGE AVAILABLE)

WITH THE GRAIN: The Education Programme

David Nash has worked with schools, university groups, and teachers throughout his career. He considers education to be an important element in developing understanding and appreciation of sculpture. Nash researched and established, with local parents, a Steiner Junior School, which opened under the name of Ysgol Steiner Eryri, at Tremadoc, in 1985. 

David Nash has recently developed other education projects related to his exhibitions and sculpture commissions. He welcomes teachers from selected primary and secondary schools to his studio in Blaenau Ffestiniog, North Wales, for three day tutorials. He explores with them abstract concepts and practical solutions for realising sculpture. Nash tailors these tutorials to the requirements of individual teachers, and he also gives follow-up support. 

On returning home, the teachers pursue projects of their own in their individual schools. Seven teachers from East Sussex schools will be privileged to spend three days at Blaenau Ffestiniog.

David Nash: Lewes – Teachers in an Artist’s Residence, 10 – 12 April 2007

Supporting creative development and CPD for primary and secondary teachers from East Sussex.

In 2005 David Nash financed a pilot project with five schools in East Sussex. The education programme for WITH THE GRAIN will build on this. The seven participants will consider Nash’s work, philosophy, materials and processes. They will experience this artist’s surroundings and engage with the environment and natural materials. 

The programme in Blaenau Ffestiniog will include: workshop tours; woodland visit; DVD screenings and slide presentations; group discussions; opportunities to record / draw / reflect; ‘hand’s on’ project.

Each participant is being supported prior to the studio visit through preliminary meetings to consider the activity in the wider context of their school’s aims and objectives. 

In addition to the above, a wide range of other teachers can participate in the exhibition through organised INSET sessions, tours of the show, and hands on workshops for schools.

Teachers’ Preview with David Nash; Schools Workshops; Pre-booked School Visits. (See over)
A comprehensive resource pack for teachers can be downloaded from www.sculpturexhibitions.com 

This will be the fourth education programme coordinated by Claire Meiklejohn linked to a major exhibition organised by Ann Elliott and Paul Myles (directors of Sculpture Exhibitions Limited). 

A team of well informed volunteer exhibition guides, trained by David Nash, will interact with visitors. 

Continued…

Education programme continued…

TEACHERS’ PREVIEW WITH DAVID NASH: Thursday 4 May 2007, 5.30pm, FREE

An evening organised to promote and support school visits to the exhibition 

An opportunity for teachers to meet the artist and gain an insight into his philosophy, his sculptures, the materials he uses, and his working methods. All teachers and art coordinators are welcome.

PRE-BOOKED SCHOOLS WORKSHOPS: led by artist Jenny Round (01273 471469)

Venue: Corn Exchange, adjacent to the exhibition in the Assembly Room

Dates: Mon / Wed / Thurs / Fri; two sessions per day (9.30am – 11.30 am; 12.30pm - 2.30pm)

9, 10, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, 21, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31 May, 1, 4, 6, 7, 8 June.

Cost: School groups with workshop £3.00 per student and accompanying teacher (30 students maximum).

· Drawing workshop 

Students will explore the exhibition using different drawing techniques focusing on form and structure. Paper, pencils, charcoal, and PVC film for making stencils will be provided.

· Construction workshop 

Taking David Nash’s philosophy and practice as a starting point, students will explore the properties of a range of natural materials, to create two-dimensional and three-dimensional structures. Willow, hazel, materials found in woodland environments, twine, cotton, cardboard, and other materials will be provided.

Teachers and teacher assistants will be expected to take part in the workshop with their students.

DROP IN WORKSHOPS FOR GENERAL PUBLIC: led by artist Jenny Round

Venue: Corn Exchange, adjacent to the exhibition in the Assembly Room

Dates: Saturdays 5, 13, 20, 27 May, 2, 9 June; 10am to 12 midday; 2pm to 4.00pm

Cost: Entrance fee plus £3.00 per person

Taking the exhibition as the starting point for creative work, the workshops will focus on drawing and construction using natural materials and David Nash principles. All materials are provided. No need to book. Open to all ages. Children under 16 should be accompanied by an adult.

PRE-BOOKED SCHOOL VISITS TO THE EXHIBITION (01273 471469)
Dates: Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm

Cost: School Groups £1.50 per student and accompanying teacher. 

David Nash’s work crosses over many subject areas within the curriculum – an interesting focus for cross-curricular work. 

For further information regarding the education programme please contact Claire Meiklejohn:
clairem@homecall.co.uk, Tel: 01273 483 756, Mobile: 07952 479619
DAVID NASH OBE, R.A. (b. 1945) 

Works in Selected Public Collections

Stedelijk Museum, Aalst, Belgium

Aberdeen Art Gallery

Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels

Museum of Modern Art, Caracas

National Museum of Wales, Cardiff

Welsh Contemporary Art Society, Cardiff

National Museum, Dublin

Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh

Uffizi Gallery, Florence

Grizedale Forest, Cumbria

Indianapolis Museum of Art, Indiana

Tickon Environmental Sculpture Park, Langeland, Denmark

Arts Council of Great Britain, London

British Council, London

Contemporary Art Society, London

Government Art Collection, London

Tate Gallery, London

Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

Rijksmuseum Kröller-Müller, Otterlo

Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth

San Diego Museum of Art, California

Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo

UK solo shows include:

Tate St. Ives; Henry Moore Institute, Leeds; Annely Juda Fine Art, London; Manchester City Art Gallery; Serpentine Gallery, London; National Museum of Wales, Cardiff; Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh; Glynn Vivian Art Gallery and Museum, Swansea; Yorkshire Sculpture Park; Kilkenny Art Gallery, Ireland; Parnham House, Dorset; Arnolfini Gallery, Bristol.       

Solo shows have also been staged in:        

Madrid; Berlin; New York; Cologne; Frankfurt; Tokyo; Chicago; Switzerland; Paris; Belgium; San Francisco; Brussels; Luxembourg, Florida; Sweden; Amsterdam; Antwerp; Barcelona; Tokyo; Melbourne; Sydney; Venice.


David Nash has been teaching since 1970. He continues to hold visiting lectureships and lead art education projects based on his work, in galleries and museums internationally. Nash’s experiences have convinced him of the value of interacting with the natural world. He is particularly interested in showing teachers how to use his sculptures as an inspiration for cross-curricular work.

ANN ELLIOTT and PAUL MYLES

Co-founders and Directors, Sculpture Exhibitions Limited

ANN ELLIOTT

Ann Elliott is a distinguished freelance curator and consultant on sculpture projects. She advises on commissioning sculpture and is a well known author and lecturer in her field.  She has undertaken consultancies and arranged exhibitions on contemporary visual arts for many organisations including:

Durham County Council; Contemporary Art Society; Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden; Arnolfini, Bristol; Holland Park, London; De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill on Sea; British High Commission, Ottawa; Pallant House, Chichester; Kuntshalle, Mannheim; Hayward Gallery, National Touring Exhibitions; Royal West of England Academy, Bristol; Canary Wharf, London; Dover Street Arts Club.

Elliott was the first curator for Sculpture at Goodwood, West Sussex; and Exhibitions Officer, Visual Arts Department, The British Council. She is currently a member of several high profile arts boards.

PAUL MYLES 

A post graduate researcher and lecturer in Psychology, he has a particular interest in the therapeutic possibilities offered to people with special needs and learning difficulties by the Sculpture Exhibitions Ltd education programme.

Myles is also a structural engineer with a long-standing reputation. He has overseen all engineering and logistical aspects for sculpture installation at the Lewes Town Hall exhibitions, and for the Tony Cragg show at Somerset House (2001 - 2002). 

Myles is frequently employed to solve design problems for clients who include: South of England Showground; Somerset House Trust; Lewes District Council; Evening Argus. 

SCULPTURE EXHIBITIONS LIMITED 

Sculpture Exhibitions Ltd programme and administer major exhibitions and educational projects, which take place in and around the historic Lewes Town Hall. To date these are:

· With the Grain: Wood Sculpture by David Nash, 2006

· Henry Moore: Land + Sea (a two part exhibition shown at Lewes and Château Musée de Dieppe), 2004

· A Sculptor’s Development: Anthony Caro, (toured to Atkinson Gallery, Millfield and Château Musée de Dieppe), 2001

· Rodin in Lewes, 1999
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